
Introduction

Underlying idea
Th is book has been prompted by the fact that increasingly more researchers 
and teachers view education through the prism of linguistic categories. Th is 
occurs both on the “deeper” level of school curricula as well as “on the sur-
face” with regard to the methodology of classroom instruction. Th is globally 
growing interest in the linguistic edge of education is – from the perspec-
tive of our current knowledge on its signifi cance – far from being surpris-
ing. Language serves multiple functions, shapes the way in which its user 
perceives reality, and makes it possible for one to express oneself. Th anks 
for verbal communication man develops, but also constructs  and realises his 
or her thoughts, and carries out refl ection on what s/he says. Content that 
is not expressed in language remains only at the level of impressions. Ex-
pressing it, be it only for oneself, helps one realise, order and rationalise it. 
Th rough communication by language man becomes a symbolic being, capa-
ble of refl ection on abstract matters. Hence, language is both a tool for com-
munication as well as a sign of identity, a means of self-presentation, a key to 
participation in culture, and fi nally – an image of reality in its users’ minds. 
Such predominance of language in man’s learning and entire existence, on 
the one hand, makes us approach the eponymous issue humbly and respect-
fully of its complications, but, on the other hand, induces us to search for 
cohesion and coherence across multiple approaches to how language is and 
should be implemented into education.

Book’s Throughline
Our journey through the intersection of linguistics and pedagogy is organ-
ised around eight strands to which language is related – initially introduced 
under the Educational Role of Language  (ERL) framework , in which our co-
authors and we, the two co-editors, have been involved and make some refer-
ences to in the book. Th e fi rst four strands (comprising Part I) we see as wider 
and relating to the relationship between schooling, culture, methodology and 
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personality, and the later four (included in Part II) – as students-related and 
covering the links between language and learners’ beliefs, activity, aff ect 
and thinking. All the eight strands – unavoidably partially overlapping but 
covering the entirety of language reality and education – are strongly em-
bedded in the social and cultural context. For this very reason, the book 
has an international character, which we see as one of its primary merits 
and which makes it possible to recognise multi-faceted conditioning of the 
functioning of language of diff erent societies and language learning  devel-
opments in diff erent educational systems. Since any study of this condition-
ing is likely to be unbalanced in being inclined to emphasis on either overall 
upbringing or the process of language learning , Part I In the search of a lan-
guage educational paradigm includes chapters in which the major focus in on 
the former, whilst Part II In the search of a language didactic paradigm covers 
texts jointly emphasising the latter. Although each of the chapters can be 
read quite independently from the others and all of them can be read in any 
preferred order, the complex of all eight strands tells a much more complete 
story and, as such, becomes richer and fuller in how it refl ects the mosaic 
of the pedagogy-cum-linguistics intersection. What must be strongly em-
phasised here is that the resulting two-discipline blend reaches far beyond 
language education. Practically all the issues raised in the fi rst part (previ-
ously unknown patterns of communication, alignment of textbooks with 
learners’ development, development of bicultural identities through mul-
timodal practices, impact of speech on students’ personalities, prescience 
derived from reading, the fostering of individual potential through Inter-
net of things literacy  as a dimension of civic functioning, informed multi-
component personal pedagogies) rest on language, but apply to the entirety 
of education. By the same token, the full range of themes discussed in the 
second part (the blend of conventional with authorial language, importance 
of beliefs on students’ participation, the impact of preschool  talk on school 
readiness, susceptibility of teachers’ beliefs  to change, the eff ect of trigger 
words and their relationship to power structures in educational settings, 
preconceived notions of gender and interconnectedness between teachers, 
the linguistic dimension of mathematical reasoning, applications of neuro-
logical aspects of attention to learning) have a much wider appeal than to the 
learning and/or teaching a – native/fi rst or foreign/second – language only. 
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Paradigmatic Edge
If, on the whole, we regard “a paradigm” as a common view on the man-lan-
guage relationship, the authors share interest  in the cognitive, social and 
cultural role of language, in studies of the development of linguistic and com-
municative competences and its pedagogical implications. Th ey jointly rec-
ognise the key role of language in educational processes, the consequence 
of which is their search for most eff ective methods of language education, 
construction of innovative and alternative ways of teaching & learning. Th is 
applies to both the native language, thanks to which a child is introduced 
into the social world, but also the foreign language, which in an obvious way 
extends the child’s language skills, and familiarises with disparate manner 
of perceiving reality contained in that language and characteristic of the 
community using it. Accordingly, the publication is meant for a wide range 
of recipients interested in the educational role of language . It off ers a set of 
answers to questions which we feel have remained unanswered ever since 
the time when the “linguistic turn ” was fi rst introduced. Most generally 
speaking, the book is meant for all those whose interests lie on the intersec-
tion of language and education, and who share the view that it is high time 
the position of language in education across the globe were boosted and – in 
line with its salience – prioritised.

Intended Outcome
We encourage our readers to refl ect and partake in the continuation of the 
book’s authors’ work on two levels: (1) in our joint search for cohesion be-
tween the eight strands so as to build up, promote and introduce into edu-
cational systems across the globe the resulting linguistic pedagogical para-
digm, and (2) in further studies on eight strands considered in separation so 
as to recognise and implement possible intricacies that each of them brings. 
With this in mind, we request you to share with us your considerations (by 
email or any other means) and thus contribute to the important change we 
humbly hope to initiate. Accordingly, the book has an open character and 
constitutes our joint voice in the global discussion on the educational role 
of language . Understanding the eponymous search as “being on the way” 
and also “being in company”, we present this book as maybe the fi rst step 
towards the language pedagogical paradigm, to be followed by other publi-
cation falling within the same pedagogically-linguistic scope. We also share 
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the ambition to arouse your interest and participation in the initiatives un-
dertaken under the ERL framework  1, and to possibly reach those of you who 
are involved in and working on projects of a similar character. 

***
We shall be very happy to join forces with people and institutions for the com-
mon benefi t of us all following from the educational role of language  being 
conceptualised anew and giving shape to an entirely diff erent pedagogical 
paradigm we can jointly put forward with you.

Michał Daszkiewicz
Anna Dąbrowska

 1  The ERL framework  is organised around its four pillars – ERL Conferences, ERL Network, ERL Associa-
tion, ERL Journal, referred and linked to in Chapter 9.
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